An autopsy case of complete adipocere formation.
A car containing a male corpse with complete adipocere formation was found at the bottom of a lake. The deceased had presumably driven into the lake 7 years earlier. The surface of the deceased was unusually hard and firm like a gypsum board, and the entire internal viscera had turned into adipocere. Since the time required for adipocerous changes depends largely on environmental conditions, we considered the key conditions, namely, water temperature, pH, and oxygen content. In our case, cold, acidic water may have delayed adipocere formation, thus necessitating a long period of time for completeness. On the other hand, anoxic conditions and the peculiar environment of a lake bottom presumably contributed to complete adipocere formation.